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1916] Statistics and Its Methods 443 

consistent with the statement made further on (p. 231) that 
"since 1896, there has occurred a marked concentration of income 
in the hands of the very rich." It is important to explain how 
these two propositions are reconcilable. Of the tables upon which 
the last-mentioned conclusion is based, it is said (p. 221) : "The 
methods followed in combining the figures were mainly graphic 
and were too varied to describe." There is a direct and unqualified 
comparison of Prussian property-tax data and French inheri- 
tance-tax data with Wisconsin probate records (cf. pp. 90-91). 
Various further matters of statistical method are open to criticism. 
The author of the book under review is evidently fair minded 
and he has done important work in bringing together a large and 
varied mass of statistics. But his faculty of statistical analysis 
does not meet the requirements of his task, or else he did not take 
time enough for the necessary critical reconsideration of his data 
and results. 

G. P. Watkins. 
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